THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF MUSIC
GE Rationale and Assessment Plan:
ASC MAY SESSION COURSE --  MUSIC 3350

THE BRITISH INVASION:  EXPLORING THE IMPACT OF

BRITISH POPULAR MUSIC IN THE 1960s

May 6 – 17, OSU Campus – May 18 – 30, England

Dr. Tim Gerber




Tues-Thurs:  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

106-E Hughes Hall






1:00 p.m.  -  2:00 p.m.

292-5985 or 292-6695



Evening Concerts/Various Venues

gerber.4@osu.edu




Office Hours:  3:00 – 4:30, T-W-TR





GE Rationale:
(a) The course objectives (beginning on p. 2 of the attached syllabus) address the VPA expected learning outcomes through (1) a rigorous focus on aural perception of musical form, lyrics, and instrumentation of selected songs by the Beatles, Rolling Stones, The Who, the Kinks, the Yardbirds and numerous American rhythm and blues artists; (2) singing or otherwise performing some of the songs of the era; (3) writing critiques of live performances; and (4) visiting the sites in the UK where much of this music originally was composed and performed.

(b) The readings assigned address the VPA expected learning outcomes by providing historical accounts of the composers and musicians responsible for creating and performing this music in both the USA and the UK; by explaining the social and contextual influences as well as the technological recording advances that led to the creation of the music that will be studied; and by illustrating the process of critiquing songs that will inform further observation and evaluations of live musical performances. 

(c) The course topics address the VPA expected learning outcomes by providing students with direct experience in listening, analyzing, critiquing, performing, judging, comparing, distinguishing, and evaluating dozens of popular songs written and performed by the artists selected for study.

(d) The written assignments address the VPA expected learning outcomes by enabling students to listen to, analyze, and subsequently evaluate live musical performances.  The written assignments are also designed to require students to apply insights from their reading to their analysis of musical and/or social dimensions of the 1960s that influenced the music of the represented artists.

(e) The course aims to sharpen students’ response, judgment, and evaluation skills through the synthesis of reading and attending live concerts that is then recorded in writing in blog-style reflective journal entries.  It will also sharpen these skills through listening to and performing music that may, at first, be unfamiliar. 

GE Assessment Plan:

(a) Specific methods used to demonstrate that students achieve the goals and outcomes for VPA GE courses include direct evaluation of written essay assignments, (for which points are assigned); and indirect assessment of the extent and quality of students’ in-class engagement by participating in discussion of the assigned readings for each class.

(b) “Success” in terms of student achievement of learning outcomes can be defined in several ways including 7 to 10 points awarded for each of the critiques of live music; 14 to 20 points awarded for each of the analytical papers; and 16 to 20 points awarded for the aggregate reflective journal entries.  Student success will also be defined by musical engagement and active participation as both listeners and performers.

(c) The process of follow-up and feedback will be embedded in the students’ reflective journal entries and corresponding weekly feedback surveys given to students at the end of weeks 1 and 2, and again week 4 as the class culminates the travel portion of the class.  Further, a customized SEI will be utilized.  This information will be archived on the instructor’s laptop computer and if possible, in Carmen.
GE Assessment plan for Education Abroad
The course will have an culminating three-page reflection paper that considers the recommended questions in the curriculum handbook for Education abroad.  The recommend-scoring rubric will be used to evaluate students’ papers.

Once we have assessed the papers and reviewed other data, we will focus on areas where students need to be further challenged to meet the intellectual criteria outlined in the   capstone category.  Adjustments to assignments and course requirements will be considered accordingly.  A sample compendium of student papers with instructor comment will be archived electronically as a portfolio of student work to guide course improvement.

A brief synopsis of the course assessment will be placed on file and electronically available in the School of Music.  Future instructors will be able to consult the synopsis and sample papers.  

